
Moose--Is it a Bull or a Cow?
The Nisga’a allocation is a total of 25 moose, all of which must be adult bulls (that is, no 
cows or calves).  Cow and calf moose are protected in order to help rebuild the moose 
population. Nisga’a hunters must have a valid Nisga’a Harvest Permit to hunt moose in 
the Nass Wildlife Area. Moose hunters are requested to make a positive identification of 
bulls before shooting. If there is any doubt, don’t shoot.

Because the Nisga’a moose hunting season occurs when bulls may have shed their 
antlers, other means of identifying bulls may be necessary. This guide shows some of 
the key differences between bulls and cows that a hunter can use. 

Antler scar

White vulva patch

Adult with a calf?

Adult female (Cow)

Yes No Unknown

Antlers?

Yes No

Adult male (Bull)
Antler scars?

Yes No Unknown

White vulva (rump) patch?

Yes Unknown

Adult female (Cow) Snout colour

Light          Dark             Unknown

Adult male
(Bull)

Unknown:
Don’t Shoot!

Note that snout
colour is not an
entirely reliable
indicator of sex

Follow this decision tree
to help determine: bull or cow?

= Do not shoot

= Shoot only if you are sure
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